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NATHAN OATES’s debut collection of short stories, 
The Empty House, won the Spokane Prize. His stories 
have appeared in The Missouri Review, Alaska Quarterly  
Review, The Best American Mystery Stories, and elsewhere. 
He teaches creative writing at Seton Hall University and 
lives in Brooklyn, New York, with his family.

nathanoates.net
Twitter: @NathanMOates

Instagram: @nathan.m.oates
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G il’s quiet life as a creative writing professor in a  
bucolic Vermont town is upended when he re-
ceives some shocking news: His sister and her 

husband have been killed in a car accident, and their 
only son is coming to live with him and his family.
 Gil and his wife are apprehensive about taking in 
seventeen-year-old Matthew. Yes, he has just lost both his 
parents, but they haven’t seen him in seven years—and 
the last time the families were together, Matthew lured 
their young daughter into a terrifying, life-threatening sit-
uation. Since that incident, Gil had been estranged from 
his sister and her flashy banker husband.
 Now Matthew is their charge, living under their roof.
 The boy seems charming, smart, and urbane, if 
strangely unaffected by his parents’ deaths. Gil hopes 
they can put the past behind them, though he’s unnerved 
when Matthew signs up for Gil’s creative writing class. 
Then Matthew begins turning in chilling stories that imag-
ine the deaths of his parents and Gil’s family. Bewildered 
and panicked, Gil must take matters into his own hands—
before life imitates art.
 In limber, mesmerizing prose, and delving into the 
complex tensions surrounding trust and family, A Flaw in 
the Design is a twisting novel of suspense that brilliantly 
asks: How far will someone go to control their own story?

U.S.A. $28.00
Canada $37.99

The cleverest psychopaths hide in plain sight.

“An absolute page-turner . . . I read it in a single sitting.”  
—MIRANDA COWLEY HELLER, author of The Paper Palace

A D V A N C E  P R A I S E  F O R  

A FLAW IN THE DESIGN

“ Nathan Oates’s debut novel, A Flaw in the Design, is not only a deep dive into the things that  
can rock the cradle of a family but also an absolute page-turner. I read it in a single sitting.” 
—MIRANDA COWLEY HELLER, author of The Paper Palace

“ A Flaw in the Design is a literary thriller of the highest order. Oates manages, with wisdom and 
insight, to explore the vulnerability of parenthood, the economic injustice of New York City, 
middle-age compromise, and the fallibility of storytelling, all while telling a heart-pounding tale 
that commanded my attention from the first sentence to the last.” 
—JULIA MAY JONAS, author of Vladimir

“ Brilliantly constructed and psychologically astute, this novel had me turning pages late into  
the night and left me reeling in the aftermath of its stunning conclusion. Bravo!” 
—ANTOINE WILSON, author of Mouth to Mouth

“ Get ready for a wild ride. Brutal and compelling, A Flaw in the Design is the story of a family 
driven toward destruction, as a father takes custody of the nephew he fears will wreck his 
life. This novel swerves and shocks before smashing into you, a T-bone collision you can hold  
in your hands.” —JULIA PHILLIPS, author of Disappearing Earth

“ Menace and mendacity vie with the mundane in this skillfully told tale about ambition and 
grief and envy. A wealthy, smarmy nephew; an aging midlist writer charged with his care; 
two daughters; the long Vermont winter—what could go wrong? A Flaw in the Design is an  
impressive debut. Cue the sequel.” —ALICE McDERMOTT, author of The Ninth Hour

“ What happens when a (possibly murderous) sociopath takes a writing workshop? This is the 
premise of Nathan Oates’s delicious, inexorable, fast-paced tale of obsession—a thriller that will 
keep you reading till the end.” —KARAN MAHAJAN, author of The Association of Small Bombs

“ A gripping, twisty psychological thriller about the destructiveness of toxic masculinity hell-bent 
on protecting its own . . . I couldn’t put it down.” 
—MIRANDA BEVERLY-WHITTEMORE, author of Fierce Little Thing

“This suspenseful debut novel keeps the reader on tenterhooks 
in a fearful family drama. Oh, this demands a sequel!” 

—CHRISTINE SCHUTT, author of Pure Hollywood
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